
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part 3:  Explosion 
 

 

The early movement of Christ-followers grew and spread rapidly. 
They embraced, lived and shared the mission of Jesus. Here is how 
Luke, an early church historian, depicts their movement: 

While they were praying, the place where they were meeting 
trembled and shook. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 
continued to speak God's Word with fearless confidence.  

The whole congregation of believers was united as one—one 
heart, one mind! They didn't even claim ownership of their own 
possessions. No one said, "That's mine; you can't have it." They 
shared everything. The apostles gave powerful witness to the 
resurrection of the Master Jesus, and grace was on all of them.  

And so it turned out that not a person among them was needy. 
Those who owned fields or houses sold them and brought the price 
of the sale to the apostles and made an offering of it. The apostles 
then distributed it according to each person's need.  

-- Acts 5:31-35, The Message 

 


